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We are theCHURCH



The Bible 
presents the 
Church as an 

entity made up of 
redeemed 

followers of 
Christ from every 

nation and era 
Matthew 16:18 
Hebrews 12:23 



Matthew 16:18
18 And I tell you that you 

are Peter, and on this rock
I will build my church, and 
the gates of Hades will not 

overcome it.
Hebrews 12:23 
23 to the church of the 

firstborn, whose names are 
written in heaven. You have 
come to God, the Judge of 

all, to the spirits of the 
righteous made perfect,



When the Bible 
speaks of 

a “Church,” 
it means believers 

in Christ 

1Corinthians 12:27 
Romans 12:5



1Corinthians 12:27 
Now you are the body of 
Christ, and each one of 

you is a part of it.
Romans 12:5

so in Christ we, though 
many, form one 

body, and each member 
belongs to all the others.



The first 
Christians did not 
have a designated 
building for their 
meetings. They 
met in homes

Colossians 4:15 
Philemon 1:2.



Colossians 4:15
15Give my greetings to 
the brothers and sisters 

at Laodicea, and to 
Nympha and the church 

in her house.
Philemon 1:2  

also to Apphia our sister 
and Archippus our fellow 

soldier—and to the 
church that meets in your 

home:



46Every day they continued 
to meet together in the 

temple courts. They broke 
bread in their homes and 
ate together with glad and 

sincere hearts,

Acts 2:46 
describes a large 

gathering of 
Christians meeting 
in the outer courts 

of the temple. 



In the first two 
centuries 

throughout the 
Roman Empire, as 

Christianity spread, 
Christians would 
gather in public 

places, attracting 
unbelievers and 

those with 
questions.



The earliest 
designated church 
building known to 

historians was 
located on the 

Euphrates River in 
Roman Syria. 



It was a large 
house, remodeled 

somewhere 
around AD 240 to 

create a large 
common area and 
secondary room 
for the baptistry. 



As Christianity 
spread into other 
nations, church 

buildings became 
commonplace. By 
the 11th century, 
grand cathedrals 
dotted European 

cities with smaller 
parish churches 
sprouting up in 

towns and villages.



As Christianity 
spread into other 
nations, church 

buildings became 
commonplace. By 
the 11th century, 
grand cathedrals 
dotted European 

cities with smaller 
parish churches 
sprouting up in 

towns and villages.



Jesus teaches 
Kingdom, not 

building. The Gospel 
biographies are filled 
with vivid parables 
about the Kingdom 
of God. They were 

Jesus’ central 
teaching. But this 

kingdom He speaks 
about is not a where 

but a when.



The Church was 
never about brick 
and mortar. It was 

always greater 
than that. It was 
about a way of 

being in the world.



Throughout the 
Gospels, Jesus 
was teaching 

on the 
characteristics of 

His Kingdom 
people as they 

reflect the 
character of God 

in the world. 



Jesus tells Peter 
he is the rock of 
the Church. He 
affirms Peter’s 

faith and character 
and says that he 

will be the 
foundation of the 

Kingdom 
Community as it 

grows.



Peter isn’t being 
assigned to erect a 

building. Jesus  
tells him to 

continue the 
Kingdom work 

he’d already begun 
and to steward the 

people of God.



The Apostle Paul 
tells us we are the 

Temple. In his 
letter to the 

Corinthians, he 
said God’s 

presence is not 
just above and 

around them but 
within them. 



They are the 
“Body of Christ” 
on earth, they are 
the “temple of the 

Holy Spirit”—
living, breathing 

sanctuaries.



11So Christ himself 
gave the apostles, 
the prophets, the 
evangelists, the 

pastors and 
teachers, 12 to 

equip his people 
for works of 

service, so that the 
body of Christ may 

be built up.



13until we all reach 
unity in the faith 

and in the 
knowledge of the 
Son of God and 
become mature, 
attaining to the 
whole measure 

of the 
fullness of Christ.

Ephesians 4:11-13



“THE BODY OF CHRIST” 
is a New Testament 

metaphor for 
the Church.

The Church 
is called 

“one body in Christ” 
AND

functions as  
“the Body of Christ.”

Romans 12:5


