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D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 0



9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we 
have not stopped praying for you. We continually ask 
God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all 
the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, 10 so 
that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please 
him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, 

COLOSSIANS 1:9-12  NIV



growing in the knowledge of God, 11 being strengthened 
with all power according to his glorious might so that 
you may have great endurance and patience, 12 and 
giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you
to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the 
kingdom of light.

COLOSSIANS 1:9-12  NIV



GIVEN  THE AUTHORITY OR POWER TO DO SOMETHING.

authorize, license, entitle, permit, allow, sanction, commission,

delegate, enable.

MAKE (SOMEONE) STRONGER AND MORE CONFIDENT.

emancipate, unyoke, unshackle, unchain, set free



The Greek word dunamis in Scripture means power, force, or 

ability from which we derive our English word dynamite and 

dynamic 2 Timothy 1:7, Paul writes, “for God gave us a spirit 

not of fear but of power and love and self-control.” Paul wants 

Timothy to know that the Lord has given him the dynamic 

ability to stand strong in the faith and to share the faith with 

others.



The word dunamis is also used to refer to a miracle or the 

power of a miracle itself. When the bleeding women touched 

Jesus’ garment and was healed, Mark 5:30 says, “And Jesus, 

perceiving in himself that power had gone out from him, 

immediately turned about in the crowd and said, ‘Who 

touched my garments?’” When this healing occurred, Jesus felt 

the power or dunamis of it.

DUNAMIS IN SCRIPTURE



In Mark 6:5, Jesus went to His hometown of Nazareth, and 

the text says, “And he could do no mighty work there, except 

that he laid his hands on a few sick people and healed 

them.” The mighty work mentioned here in the Greek text 

comes from the word dunamis; in this sense, referring to the 

work of miracles themselves.

DUNAMIS IN SCRIPTURE



When Jesus cast out of a demon in Luke 4:35-36, the people 

around Him all noted the miraculous power, “But Jesus 

rebuked him, saying, “Be silent and come out of him!” And 

when the demon had thrown him down in their midst, he 

came out of him, having done him no harm. 

DUNAMIS IN SCRIPTURE



And they were all amazed and said to one another, ‘What is 

this word’ For with authority and power, he commands the 

unclean spirits, and they come out!’” Jesus had the power 

that was different and unexpected from other healers of his 

time because He healed with the power of God.

DUNAMIS IN SCRIPTURE



DUNAMIS and CHRISTIANS TODAY

The power of God is available to His followers today. In Acts 

1:8, Jesus promised the disciples, “But you will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 

the end of the earth.”



DUNAMIS and CHRISTIANS TODAY

In 2 Corinthians 12:9, Paul says, “But he said to me, ‘My 

grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 

weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my 

weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.”



DUNAMIS and CHRISTIANS TODAY

The power of God was made manifest in Paul’s life, not so 

Paul would be seen as powerful, but so the Lord God would 

be glorified. Paul reiterated this in 2 Corinthians 4:7, “But 

we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the 

surpassing power belongs to God and not to us.”



Empowerment is not merely something we feel, it's something 
we do. God has empowered us to repent from sin and turn to 
God (Lk. 13:13). He has empowered all men to believe into 
the name of Jesus and  therefore receive the right to become 
children of God (Jn. 1:12-13). 



Paul writes "For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not 

cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the 

knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; that you 

may have a walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in 

every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened 

with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and 

longsuffering with joy; giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to 

be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light" (Col. 1:9-12).



VERSE 9

1.This is Paul's prayer to God for them;

2.Paul prays that they are filled with the full-knowledge of 

God's will;

3.Paul prays that they be filled with spiritual wisdom and 

understanding.



vs. 10 walk worthy of the Lord.

o fully pleasing - literally: into all pleasing.

o being fruitful in every good work.

o increasing in the full-knowledge of God.

o strengthened with all might - literally: empowered with all power.

vs. 11 for all patience and longsuffering with joy.

4.  The result of being filled with full-knowledge; spiritual 
wisdom and understanding is 



How do I access the power from God in my life?

1: We must come to a full-knowledge of God through His 

word. Jesus says: "If you abide in My word, you are My disciples 

indeed. And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 

free" (Jn. 8:31-32). The word of God empowers us through 

knowledge to overcome sin through Christ. Additionally, 

Christians are empowered to overcome every trial of life to 

"glory in tribulations" (Rom. 5:3).



2: We make our requests known to our Father in heaven. We 

are confident that if we ask anything according to His will He 

hears us (1 Jn. 5:14). We cast all our care upon Him (1 Pet. 5:7). And 

our faith assures us of God's providential care.

How do I access the power from God in my life?



How do I access the power from God in my life?

3: We gain strength from other Christians as we gather and 

consider each other in order to stir up love and good works 

(Heb. 10:24-25). We admonish one another (Rom. 15:14), restore the one 

overtaken in sin with a spirit of gentleness (Gal. 6:1), and bear 

one another's burdens (Gal. 6:2).



God strengthens (empowers) Christians with a power that the 

world cannot receive. Therefore, we should not compare 

ourselves to the world, nor should we be of the world. For we 

are a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own chosen 

people (1 Pet. 2:9).


