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Changing the Narrative
is synonymous with

changing the story

which means….. 



either something has 

happened that 

changes things 
OR

Changing the Narrative
is synonymous with changing the story which means 



you are making something 

happen that changes things 

OR 

Changing the Narrative
is synonymous with changing the story which means 



you are choosing to focus on 

something else that 

happened which changes 

the story/narrative.

Changing the Narrative
is synonymous with changing the story which means 



Changing the Narrative
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A shift place in your thoughts, 

experiences or perspectives that 

causes you to take action that will 

have an impact. 

Changing the Narrative
is synonymous with changing the story which means 



As we have learned in our previous 

lessons in this series, understanding 

who and more importantly whose we 

are helps us change the narrative. 

Changing the Narrative
is synonymous with changing the story which means 



We can change the narrative because we have assurance; 

because we are transformed when we accept Christ; 

because we all have access to Him and his grace, mercy 

and forgiveness; because we acknowledge God’s truth; 

because we are accommodating without compromising 

our witness; because we know we’ll be held accountable; 

because we operate with and in the love of God.

Changing the Narrative
is synonymous with changing the story which means 



There is a perceived common goal. George is enthusiastic and energetic 

as he listens to Mr. Purcell, believing they want the same thing.  The 

energy soon turns to emotion as Purcell’s real goal becomes clear to 

George. George becomes enraged. There was a shift that caused George 

to initially react but more importantly a shift took place 

that caused him to act.
1 John 4:1 (MSG) My dear friends, don’t believe everything you hear. Carefully weigh and examine 

what people tell you. Not everyone who talks about God comes from God. There are a lot of 

lying preachers loose in the world.

James 1:19-20 (NIV) My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow 

to speak and slow to become angry, for a man’s anger does not bring about the righteous life 

that God desires.

GEORGE JEFFERSON’S NARRATIVE

“The only way we can do it is by joining together.”



1 Peter 3: 8-17 (AMP) 
8 Finally, all of you, be like-minded [united in spirit], sympathetic, 

brotherly, kindhearted [courteous and compassionate towards 

each other as members of one household], and humble in spirit; 
9 and never return evil for evil or insult for insult [avoid scolding, 

berating and any kind of abuse], but on the contrary, give a 

blessing [pray for one another’s well-being, contentment and 

protection]; for you have been called for this very purpose, that 

you might inherit a blessing [from God that brings well-being, 

happiness and protection]. 

GEORGE JEFFERSON’S NARRATIVE

“The only way we can do it is by joining together.”



10 For, “The one who wants to enjoy and see good days [good-

whether apparent or not], must keep his tongue from evil and 

his lips from speaking guile (treachery and deceit). 11He must 

turn away from wickedness and do what is right. He must search 

for peace [with God, with self, with others] and pursue it 

eagerly [actively-not merely desiring it]. 12For the eyes of the 

Lord are [looking favorably] upon the righteous (the upright),  

and his ears are attentive to their prayer (eager to answer), but 

the face of the Lord is against those practice evil. 

GEORGE JEFFERSON’S NARRATIVE

“The only way we can do it is by joining together.”



13 Now who is there to hurt you if you become enthusiastic for 

what is good? 14 But even if you should suffer for the sake of 

righteousness [though it is not certain that you will], you are 

still blessed[happy, to be admired and favored by God]. 

“Do not be afraid of their intimidating threats 

nor be troubled or disturbed [by their opposition]. 
15 But in your hearts set apart Christ[as holy-acknowledging 

Him, giving Him first place in your lives] as Lord. 

GEORGE JEFFERSON’S NARRATIVE

“The only way we can do it is by joining together.”



Who are you joining? Matthew 7:15-20 (NLT) 15“Beware of false 

prophets who come disguised as harmless sheep but are really vicious wolves. 
16You can identify them by their fruit, that is by the way they act. Can you pick 

grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17A good tree produces good fruit, 

and a bad tree produces bad fruit. 18A good tree can’t produce bad fruit, and a bad 

tree can’t produce good fruit. 19So every tree that does not produce good fruit is 

chopped down and thrown into the fire. 20Yes, just as you can identify a tree by its 

fruit, so you can identify people by their actions. 

What are their motives? Proverbs 21:2 (NIV) 

All a man’s ways seem right to  him, but the Lord weighs the heart.

GEORGE JEFFERSON’S NARRATIVE

“The only way we can do it is by joining together.”

IS “THE ONLY WAY WE CAN DO IT IS BY BY JOINING TOGETHER?”



GEORGE JEFFERSON’S NARRATIVE

“The only way we can do it is by joining together.”

LET’S CHANGE THE NARRATIVE!
We have a RESPONSIBILITY (v 8-9)

Romans 12:16-17 (NIV) 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing 

to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for 

evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. 

Matthew 7:12 (NIV) So in everything, do to others what you would them do to you, for this 

sums up the Law and the Prophets.

Galatians 3:26-28 (NIV) You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you 

who were baptized into Christ who have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew 

nor Gentile, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.



GEORGE JEFFERSON’S NARRATIVE

“The only way we can do it is by joining together.”

LET’S CHANGE THE NARRATIVE!
We can REJECT the status quo (v10-12)

1 John 4: 4-6 (MSG) My dear children, you come from God and belong to God. You have 

already won a big victory over those false teachers, for the Spirit in you is far stronger than 

anything in the world. These people belong to the Christ-denying world. They talk the world’s 

language and the world eats it up. But we come from God and belong to God. Anyone who 

knows God understands and listens. The person who has nothing to do with God will, of course, 

not listen to us. This is another test for telling the Spirit of Truth from the spirit of deception. 

Romans 12:2 (NIV) Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s 

will is- his good, pleasing and perfect will.



GEORGE JEFFERSON’S NARRATIVE

“The only way we can do it is by joining together.”

LET’S CHANGE THE NARRATIVE!
We must live in RIGHT RELATIONSHIP (v13-17)

Proverbs 16: 7-8 (NIV) 7 When a man’s ways are pleasing to the Lord, he makes even his 

enemies live at peace with him. 8 Better a little with righteousness than much gain with injustice.

1 Peter 2:19 (NIV) For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering 

because he is conscious of God. 



GEORGE JEFFERSON’S NARRATIVE

“The only way we can do it is by joining together.”

LET’S CHANGE THE NARRATIVE!
We must live in RIGHT RELATIONSHIP (v13-17)

2 Timothy 2: 22-26 (NIV) 22 Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, love 

and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 23 Don’t have anything to 

do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produce quarrels. 24 And the Lord’s 

servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. 25 

Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them repentance 

leading them to a knowledge of truth, 26 and that they will come to their senses and escape from 

the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive.
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