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Changing the Narrative 
is synonymous with 
changing the story

 
which means….. 



either something has 
happened that 
changes things 

OR 

Changing the Narrative 
is synonymous with changing the story which means 



you are making something 
happen that changes things 

OR 

Changing the Narrative 
is synonymous with changing the story which means 



you are choosing to focus on 
something else that 

happened which changes 
the story/narrative.

Changing the Narrative 
is synonymous with changing the story which means 



COLOSSIANS 3:10

“Put on your new nature,  and be 
renewed as you learn to know your 

Creator and become like him.”  



Changing the Narrative 

THE JEFFERSON’S
1975-1985

SEASON 7 
EPISODE 14



“The reason we haven’t solved the 
race problem in America after 

hundreds of years is that people 
apart from God are trying to create 
unity, while people under God who 
already have unity are not living out 

the unity we possess.”  
Dr. Tony Evans:  ONENESS EMBRACED 

Reconciliation, The Kingdom, and How 
we are Stronger Together.



CHANGING THE NARRATIVE: IT’S NOT EASY BUT IT’S NECESSARY

ISAIAH  43:1-19



�Christians are not to behave the same as 
non-believers.
�As we grow in wisdom, knowledge and 

understanding, there should be evidence of 
change in our thoughts, words and actions. 
�The change must be evident, no matter the 

situation or circumstance.

CHANGING THE 
NARRATIVE



WHAT DOES CHANGE MEAN

MAKE OR BECOME DIFFERENT; TRANSFORM
Romans 12:2 (AMP)  And do not be conformed to this world[any longer 
with its superficial values and customs], but be transformed and 
progressively changed [ as you mature spiritually] by the renewing of 
your mind [focusing on godly values and ethical attitudes], so that you 
may prove [ for your yourselves] what the will of God is, that which is 
good and acceptable and perfect [in His plan and purpose for you].

ARRIVE AT A FRESH PHASE; BECOME NEW
2 Corinthians 5:17 (ESV) Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 
creation. The old has passed away: behold the new has come.



WHAT DOES CHANGE MEAN

GIVE UP SOMETHING IN EXCHANGE FOR 
SOMETHING ELSE
Ephesians 4: 22-24 (NIV) 22 You were taught, with regard to your former 
way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful 
desires; 23to be made new in the  attitude of your minds; 24and to put on 
the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness

THE ACT OR INSTANCE OF MAKING OR BECOMING 
DIFFERENT
2 Corinthians 3:18 (NIV) And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect 
the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his likeness with 
ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.



CHANGE ISN’T EASY   

It very often comes at a pivotal point when a choice must be made
�George saves Mr. Purcell’s life

It may cause us to abandon the mentality of “this is the way we’ve always 
done it”
�Duane tearing up the fliers

It may mean releasing our hurts to help someone else
� Louise speaking of showing love to those who had insulted her

Change requires us to trust God. We can’t always expect things to be 
easy, but we can always expect the ever-present help of God



THE WORD OF GOD 
HELPS US……….



ISAIAH 43:1-19
1 But now, this is what the Lord says, he who created you, O 

Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: “ Fear not, for I have 
redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine. 

2When you pass through the water, I will be with you; and 
when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over 

you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; 
the flames will not set you ablaze. 3 For I am the Lord your 

God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt for your 
ransom, Cush and Sheba in your stead. 4 Since you are precious 
and honored in my sight, and because I love I will give men in 

exchange for you, and people in exchange for your life. 



5 Do not be afraid, for I am with you: I will bring your children from 
the east and gather you from the west. 6I will say to the north, 

‘Give them up!’ and to the south, “Do not hold them back.’ Bring 
my sons from afar and my daughters from the ends of the earth 7 

everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, 
whom I formed and made. 8 Lead out those who have eyes but are 
blind, who have ears but are deaf. 9All the nations gather together, 

and the peoples assemble. Which of them foretold this and 
proclaimed to us former things? Let them bring in their witnesses 
to prove they were right, so that others may hear and say, “It is 

true.”



10“You are my witnesses,” declares the Lord, “and my servant whom 
I have chosen, so that you may know and believe me and understand 

that I am he. Before me no god was formed, nor will there be one 
after me. 11I, even I, am the Lord, and apart from me there is no 

savior. 12I have revealed and saved and proclaimed- I and not some 
foreign god among you. You are my witnesses”, declares the Lord,  
“that I am God.” 13 Yes, and from ancient days I am he. No one can 
deliver out of my hand. When I act, who can reverse it?” 14 This is 

what the Lord says- your Redeemer, the, The Holy One of Israel: “ 
For your sake I will send to Babylon and bring down as fugitives all 

the Babylonians, in the ships in which they took pride. 



15 I am the Lord, your Holy One, Israel’s Creator, your 
King.” 16 This is what the Lord says- he who made a way 

through the sea, a path through the mighty waters, 17 

who drew out the chariots and horses, the army and 
reinforcements together, and they lay together, never 
to rise again, extinguished, snuffed out like a wick: 18 “ 

Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.  

19See I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you 
not perceive it? I am making a way in the desert, and 

streams in the wasteland. 



WE MUST CHANGE OUR 
MINDSET

Faith over Fear (v 1-4) These verses tell us we will go through 
difficult times, encounter trials and be tested, but God is with us.

�Psalm 118: 6 The Lord is on my side; I will not fear. What can 
man do to me?
�2 Timothy 1:7 For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power 

and love and self-control
�Haggai 2:5  According to the covenant that I made with you when 

you came out of Egypt. My Spirit remains in your midst. Fear not.



WE MUST CHANGE HOW 
WE SEE OURSELVES

Know who you are at all times (v 5-7)
� 1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 

people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of 
him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

� Galatians 4:7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son: and since you are a 
son, God has made you also an heir.

� John 1:12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, 
he gave the to become children of God.



WE MUST CHANGE 
OUR WAYS

Go beyond just “looking the part”(v8-9)
� 1 Samuel 16:7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his 

appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not 
look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looks at the heart.”
�Matthew 7:21 “ Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord’, will enter 

the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who 
is in heaven.
� James 1:22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. 

Do what it says.



WE MUST CHANGE THE 
WAY WE   WITNESS

Share and serve (v10-13)
�Psalm 71: 15-18 15 My mouth will tell of your righteousness, of your salvation all day 

long, though I know not its measure. 16 I will come and proclaim your mighty acts, O 
Sovereign Lord; I will proclaim your righteousness, yours alone. 17 Since my youth, O 
God, you have taught me, and to this day I declare your marvelous deeds. 18 Even 
when I am old and gray, do not forsake me, O God, till I declare your power to the 
next generation, your might to all who are to come.
�Mark 5:19-20 19 Jesus did not let him, but said, “Go home to your family and tell 

them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” 20 So 
the man  went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for 
him. And all the people were amazed.



WE MUST CHANGE THE 
WAY WE   WITNESS

� 1 John 3:18 Dear children, let us not love with words or speech, but with actions and 
truth.
� Ephesians 6: 7-8 7 Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, 8 

because you know that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does, 
whether he is slave or free. 
� James 2:14-18 14What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no 

deeds? Can such faith save him? 15 Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and 
daily food. 16 If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,’ 
but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by 
itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 18 But someone will say, “You have faith; 
I have deeds.” Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I 
do.



WE MUST CHANGE OUR 
PERCEPTIONS

God is, Can and Will (v 14-19) 
� Job 42 :2 “ I know that you can do all things; no plan of yours can be 

thwarted.”
� Jeremiah 32:27 “Behold I am the Lord, the God of all flesh, Is anything too 

hard for me?
� Ephesians 3: 20-21 20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than 

all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21 to 
him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
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