
BRANDED
AN AMBASSADOR FOR CHRIST

BISHOP CALVIN RICE, PASTOR

2 CORINTHIANS 5:20



We are therefore 
CHRIST’S AMBASSADORS,

as though God were making his 
appeal through us.

We implore you on Christ’s behalf: 
Be reconciled to God.



BRAND AMBASSADORS
represent and speak about an organization in 

a positive way, preferably in front of 
lots of potential customers 

(including their friends & family).
A BRAND AMBASSADOR

Embodies the Brand they are Endorsing.  
They are  “the face” of the Brand.



ACTS 20: 16- 37(NLT)
16 Paul had decided to sail on past Ephesus, for 
he didn’t want to spend any more time in the 

province of Asia. He was hurrying to get to 
Jerusalem, if possible, in time for the Festival 

of Pentecost. 17 But when we landed at Miletus, 
he sent a message to the 

elders of the church at Ephesus, asking them 
to come and meet him.



ACTS 20: 16- 37(NLT)
18 When they arrived he declared, “You know 
that from the day I set foot in the province of 
Asia until now 19 I have done the Lord’s work 
humbly and with many tears. I have endured 

the trials that came to me from the plots of the 
Jews. 20 I never shrank back from telling you 

what you needed to hear, either publicly 
or in your homes.



ACTS 20: 16- 37(NLT)
21 I have had one message 

for Jews and Greeks alike—
the necessity of repenting from sin 

and turning to God, and of 
having faith in our Lord Jesus. 

22 “And now I am bound by the Spirit
to go to Jerusalem. 

I don’t know what awaits me,



ACTS 20: 16- 37(NLT)
23 except that the Holy Spirit tells me in city 

after city that jail and suffering lie 
ahead. 24 But my life is worth nothing to me 

unless I use it for finishing the work 
assigned me by the Lord Jesus—

the work of telling others the Good News 
about the wonderful grace of God.



ACTS 20: 16- 37(NLT)
25 “And now I know that none of you to whom 
I have preached the Kingdom will ever see me 

again. 26 I declare today that I have been 
faithful. If anyone suffers eternal death, it’s 

not my fault, 27 for I didn’t shrink from 
declaring all that God wants you to know. 



ACTS 20: 16- 37(NLT)
28 “So guard yourselves and God’s people. 

Feed and shepherd God’s flock—
His church, purchased with His own blood—
over which the Holy Spirit has appointed you 
as leaders. 29 I know that false teachers, like 

vicious wolves, will come in among you after I 
leave, not sparing the flock.



ACTS 20: 16- 37(NLT)

30 Even some men from your own group will 
rise up and distort the truth in order 

to draw a following. 31 Watch out! 
Remember the three years I was with you—

my constant watch and care over you 
night and day, and my many tears for you. 



ACTS 20: 16- 37(NLT)

32 “And now I entrust you to God 
and the message of His grace that is able to 

build you up and give you an inheritance 
with all those He has set apart for himself. 

33 “I have never coveted anyone’s 
silver or gold or fine clothes.



ACTS 20: 16- 37(NLT)
34 You know that these hands of mine have 

worked to supply my own needs and even the 
needs of those who were with me.

35 And I have been a constant example of how 
you can help those in need by working hard. 
You should remember the words of the Lord 

Jesus: ‘It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.’”



ACTS 20: 16- 37(NLT)

36 When he had finished speaking, he knelt 
and prayed with them. 37 They all cried as 
they embraced and kissed him good-bye.

38 They were sad most of all because he had 
said that they would never see him again. 
Then they escorted him down to the ship.



BACKGROUND

The book of Acts, also called Acts of the Apostles, 
does not specifically identify its author. From Luke 

1:1-4 and Acts 1:1-3, we know that the same 
author wrote both Luke and Acts. 

The tradition from the earliest days of the church 
has been that Luke, a companion of the apostle 

Paul, wrote the books of Luke and Acts 
(Colossians 4:14; 2 Timothy 4:11). 



The book of Acts was written to provide a 
history of the early church. The emphasis of 

the book is the fulfillment of the GREAT 
COMMISSION. Acts records the apostles being 

Christ’s witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, 
Samaria, and the surrounding world. 



The book of Acts sheds light on the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, who empowers, guides, teaches, 

and serves as our Counselor. Reading the book 
of Acts, we are enlightened and encouraged by 

the power of the gospel as it spread 
throughout the world and transformed lives.



Many miracles were performed during this time 
by the apostles to validate their message. The 

book of Acts covers the transitional time between 
the ascension of Christ and the completion of the 
New Testament canon, and the apostolic miracles 
were God’s means of authenticating His message 

through the men who penned the Bible.



The book of Acts gives the history of the 
Christian church and the spread of the gospel 

of Jesus Christ, as well as the mounting 
opposition to it. Although many faithful 

servants were used to preach and teach the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, Saul, also called Paul, 

was the most influential. Before he was 
converted, Paul zealously 

persecuted Christians.



Paul’s dramatic conversion on the Damascus road. 
(Acts 9:1–31) After his conversion, he went to the opposite 

extreme of loving God and preaching His Word with 
power and fervency in the Spirit of the true and living 

God. The disciples were empowered by the Holy Spirit to 
be His witnesses in Jerusalem (Acts 1—8:3), in Judea and 

Samaria (8:4—12:25), and to the ends of the earth (13:1—28:31). 
Included in the last section are Paul’s three missionary 
journeys (13:1—21:16), his trials in Jerusalem and Caesarea 

(21:17—26:32) and his journey to Rome (27:1—28:31).

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%25209.1%25E2%2580%259331
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%25201%25E2%2580%25948.3


The book of Acts serves as a transition from 
the Old Covenant to the New. This transition 

is seen in several key events in Acts. First, 
there was a change in the ministry of the Holy 

Spirit, whose primary function in the Old 
Testament was the external “anointing” of 

God’s people, among them Moses (Numbers 
11:17), Othniel (Judges 3:8–10), Gideon 

(Judges 6:34), and Saul (1 Samuel 10:6–10). 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Num%252011.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Judg%25203.8%25E2%2580%259310
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Judg%25206.34
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%2520Sam%252010.6%25E2%2580%259310


After the ascension of Jesus, the Spirit came 
to live in the very hearts of believers 
(Romans 8:9–11; 1 Corinthians 3:16), 

guiding and empowering them from within. 
The indwelling Spirit is the gift of God 

to those who come to Him in faith.

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%25208.9%25E2%2580%259311
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%2520Cor%25203.16


God can do amazing things through ordinary 
people when He empowers them through His 
Spirit. The book of Acts shows how God took 

a group of fisherman and commoners and 
used them to transform the world (Acts 17:6). 

God took a Christian-hating murderer and 
transformed him into history’s greatest 

Christian evangelist, the author of almost half 
the books of the New Testament. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%252017.6


God used the persecution the Christians 
endured to help stimulate the rapid expansion 
of the church. God can and does do the same 

through us—changing our hearts, empowering 
us by the Holy Spirit, and giving us a passion to 

spread the good news of salvation through 
Christ. If we try to accomplish God’s work in 

the world in our own power, we will fail. 



Like the disciples in Acts 2, we must faithfully 
proclaim the gospel, trust God for the results, 

and devote ourselves “to the apostles’ 
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking 

of bread and to prayer” (Acts 2:42).

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%25202.42


Acts 20

PAUL MAKES CERTAIN CLAIMS FOR HIMSELF. 
(i) He spoke fearlessly. He had told them all God's will 

and pandered neither to the fear nor the favor of men 
(ii)He lived independently. His own hands supplied his 

needs; and his work had been not only for his own 
sake but for the sake of others who were less 
fortunate than himself. 

(iii)He faced the future heroicly. He was the captive of 
the Holy Spirit; and in that confidence he was able to 
brave everything the future might hold.



PAUL URGES CERTAIN CLAIMS UPON HIS FRIENDS. 
(i) He reminded them of their duty. They were overseers of 

the flock of God. That was not a duty they had chosen 
but a duty for which they had been chosen. The servants 
of the Good Shepherd must also be shepherds of the 
sheep. 

(ii)He reminded them of their danger. Where truth exists, 
you can expect falsehood attacks from the enemy. There 
was constant warfare ahead to keep the faith intact and 
the Church pure.

The dominant feeling is affection  and love. That feeling should be in every church; for when love dies in any 
church the work of Christ will wither.



influencer
someone who has: the 
power to affect the 
decisions of others because 
of his or her authority, 
knowledge, position, or 
relationship with his or her 
audience. 



Matthew 5:16 (NLT)
16 In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise 
your heavenly Father.

2 Corinthians 2:15 (NLT)
15 Our lives are a Christ-like fragrance rising up to God. But this fragrance is perceived 
differently by those who are being saved and by those who are perishing.

Colossians 4:5-6 (NLT)
5 Live wisely among those who are not believers,  and make the most of every 
opportunity. 6 Let your conversation be gracious and attractive[a] so that you will have the 
right response for everyone.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/%3Fsearch=Colossians+4%253A5-6&version=NLT


image endorser
someone, who publicly 
promotes a product or service 
to raise awareness and 
validate same.  

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/product


Colossians 3:17 (NLT)
17 And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
through him to God the Father.

1 Corinthians 10:31 (NLT)
31 So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.

2 Corinthians 13:5 (NLT)
5 Examine yourselves to see if your faith is genuine. Test yourselves. Surely you know that 
Jesus Christ is among you; if not, you have failed the test of genuine faith.

1 Peter 1:14-15 (NLT)
14 So you must live as God’s obedient children. Don’t slip back into your old ways of living 
to satisfy your own desires. You didn’t know any better then. 15 But now you must be holy 
in everything you do, just as God who chose you is holy.



integrity
means doing the right thing 
in a reliable way. 
adherence to moral and 
ethical principles; soundness 
of moral character; honesty.



1 Chronicles 29:17 (NLT)
17 I know, my God, that you examine our hearts and rejoice when you find integrity there. 
You know I have done all this with good motives, and I have watched your people offer their 
gifts willingly and joyously.

1 John 3:18 (NLT)
18 Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by our 
actions.

Proverbs 6:16-19 (NLT)
16 There are six things the LORD hates— no, seven things he detests: 17 haughty eyes, a lying 
tongue,hands that kill the innocent, 18 a heart that plots evil, feet that race to do wrong,  19 a 
false witness who pours out lies, a person who sows discord in a family.

1 Peter 3:10-12 (NLT)
10 For the Scriptures say,  “If you want to enjoy life and see many happy days, keep your tongue 
from speaking evil and your lips from telling lies. 11 Turn away from evil and do good. Search for 
peace, and work to maintain it.12 The eyes of the LORD watch over those who do right, and his 
ears are open to their prayers. But the LORD turns his face against those who do evil.”



infilled with the

Holy Spirit
means doing the right thing 
in a reliable way. 
adherence to moral and 
ethical principles; soundness 
of moral character; honesty.



Ephesians 1:13 (NLT)
13 And now you Gentiles have also heard the truth, the 
Good News that God saves you. And when you 
believed in Christ, he identified you as his own by 
giving you the Holy Spirit, whom he promised long ago.
2 Corinthians 1:21-22 (NLT)
21 It is God who enables us, along with you, to stand 
firm for Christ. He has commissioned us, 22 and he has 
identified us as his own by placing the Holy Spirit in our 
hearts as the first installment that guarantees 
everything he has promised us.



The Holy Spirit is the first deposit for the wonderful 
things God has planned for us! 

We’re Branded as His own by this wonderful Spirit!

John 14:16-17 (NLT)
16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Advocate, who will never leave you. 17 He is the Holy Spirit, 
who leads into all truth. The world cannot receive him, 
because it isn’t looking for him and doesn’t recognize him. 
But you know him, because he lives with you now and 
later will be in you.



Acts 2:4 (NLT)
4 And everyone present was filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as 

the Holy Spirit gave them this ability.

Indwelling:  You have the Holy Spirit

Infilling:  The Holy Spirit has you



What Does Indwelling Mean?

1.This indwelling occurs when we first believe; when you are 
born again. (Rom. 5:5, 2 Tim. 2:4)
2.The indwelling of the Holy Spirit occurs once and for all. 
When Jesus Christ comes into your life as your Lord and 
Savior, His Spirit takes up permanent residence in you.
3.The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is for all believers. 
4.God indwells you by His Spirit to guide you in His ways. 



What Does Being Filled Mean?
Paul addresses a different issue in Galatians 5:16. Paul states, “walk in the Spirit and you will 
not fulfill the desires of the flesh.” This walking in the Spirit is an active relationship with God.  

1.Being filled is a repeated experience. Being filled by God’s Spirit is something 
you must continually ask God to do.
2.Being filled can be for specific times and assignments. (Acts 4:8)
3.Being filled is for all believers but only affects those who are yielded to God.
4.Being filled can in effect be lost when believers are rebelling against the will of 
God in their lives.
5.Being filled can be renewed through repentance.
6.Being filled results in the power of the Spirit at work in your life.
Being filled by the Spirit is best understood as being the opposite of being filled 
by the flesh. Paul reveals this difference when he said to, “walk in the Spirit so 
you do not fulfill the desires of the flesh.”
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